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FOREWORD 


The  following  pages  are  a  compilitation  of  brief  hits  of  Harshbarger 
History  as  it  has  pertained  to  the  family  lineage  of  some  of  the  Illinois 
Harshbarger s. 

In  no  way  is  it  complete  nor  did  the  writer  intend  that  it  be  all  in¬ 
clusive  since  it  was  prepared  as  a  "trace  down"  of  one  branch  of  the  family 
tree  pointing  directly  at  the  Len  C.  Harshbarger  family  now  residing  in 
Atwood,  Illinois. 

The  writer  is  familiar  with  and  has  read  thoroughly  the  splendid 
publication  "History  of  The  Harshbargers"  110  page  book  published  in 
1908  by  the  Harshbarger  Association  of  Ladoga,  Indiana. 

It  has  been  the  concensus  of  opinion  that  the  Harshbarger  lineage  in 
the  above  book  does  not  cross  lines  with  the  Harshbargers  described  in  the 
following  pages,  however,  since  the  European  background,  names,  pictures, 
locations  and  stream  of  travel  so  nearly  parallels  that  of  our  families, 
and  since  the  material  is  so  well  written,  excerpts  are  being  herein 
quoted  with  full  recognition  paid  to  those  persons  in  Ladoga  who  prepared 
it  45  years  ago*- 

"In  all  documents  written  in  German  where  the  name  occurs 
it  invariably  is  spelled  Hirschberger .  "Hirsch"  means  a  deer, 

"berg”,  a  mountain,  "Hir schberg, "  Deermountain.  "Hirschberger, 
an  inhabitant  of  Deermountain.  I  suppose  some  local  mountain 
among  the  Alps  was  so  called  and  all  who  lived  on  this  particu¬ 
lar  mountain  were  called  Hirschbergers.  Our  ancestors  came 
from  Basle,  Switzerland.  Just  east  of  the  city  is  a  village 
called  Hirschberg,  and  of  course  all  its  inhaoitants  are  Hirsch— 
bergers,  the  same  as  those  in  Pittsburg  are  Pit tsburgers.  If 
this  is  a  very  old  town  it  may  be  our  name  was  thus  and  there 
derived. 

I  find  a  multitude  of  Hirschberger  families  in  this  country 
and  Europe.  I  do  not  suppose  them  to  be  derived  from  a  common 
ancestor  but  from  a  common  circumstance  such  as  I  have  pointed 
out  above.  To  those  who  have  studied  the  derivation  of  modern 
names  I  am  sure  this  explanation  will  be  sufficient.  In  trans¬ 
ferring  the  name  from  German  it  has  been  modified  and  corrupted 
so  that  it  is  spelled  in  many  ways,  even  by  the  same  branch  of 
the  family  at  times.  As  the  majority  of  the  family  spell  it 
Harshbarger  I  shall  use  that  form. 

’The  Rhine  country  from  l6l8  to  1748  was  a  continuous 
field  of  carnage.  Three  state  churches  denied  all  others  the 
right  to  exist.  Whose  faith  was  of  different  sort  found  life 
a  burden  and  a  cross.’  These  are  the  words  of  a  historian  who 
wrote  of  that  country  and  age.  This  is  the  age  and  country  in 
which  our  ancestors  first  emerged  from  the  great  German  mass 
and  become  known  to  us  individually.  From  this  historical 
statement  we  can  understand  why  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  from 
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the  Alps  to  the  sea  should  pour  out  into  America  its  con¬ 
scientious,  pious  and,  at  times,  fanatical  peasantry.  And  when 
v/e'  consider  that  they  were  exiled  for  conscience  sake  we  can 
also  understand  why  they  sought  that  particular  state  whose 
constitution  says*.  'No  human  authority  can  in  any^case  whatso¬ 
ever  control  or  interfere  with  the  right  of  conscience.1 

To  think  of  the  original  couple  coming  alone  and  among 
strangers  is  a  wrong  view,  for  multitudes  came  from  the  same 
community  at  the  same  time.  At  times  a  ship  would  "be  chart¬ 
ered  hy  a  church  and  the  whole  congregation  came  together 
and  settled  at  the  same  place.  It  was  the  age  of  religious 
colonies.  I  have  found  a  number  of  families  associated  in 
Europe  who  have  moved  side  by  side,  from  place  to  place  for 
nearly  200  years.  Language,  religion,  early  associations, 
and  family  affinities  held  them  together.  They  were  relig¬ 
ious  dissenters  and  a  class  to  themselves «  What  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  were  to  England  they  were  to  Germany  and  they  largely 
helped  to  make  the  civil  and  religious  conditions  peculiar  to 
this  country. 

I  found  these  people  scattered  along  the  Rhine  for  a 
distance  of  300  miles.  Persecution  drove  them  into  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  their  settlements  extended  from  Germantown  to 
Chamber sburg,  half  the  distance  occupied  in  Europe.  After 
the  Revolution  a  branch  of  them  was  deflected  down  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  Valley.  After  the  war  of  1812  they  crossed  the  Ohio, 
Hitherto,  like  a  river,  they  moved  in  a  narrow  channel,  but 
after  reaching  the  Mississippi  Valley,  which  spreads  out  as 
a  mighty  ocean,  they  scatter  to  the  four  winds  and  lose  their 
distinctive  characteristics  in  the  great  American  mass.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  our  family  were  borne  along  with  this  tide  until  some 
were  carried  across  the  western  mountains  and  today  are  found 
scattered  along  the  coast  from  Puget  Sound  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Colorado,  and  a  few  have  drifted  to  the  shores  of  Asia. 

Thus  starting  from  central  Europe  our  family  in  150  years  has 
nearly  girdled  the  globe. 

Type,  or  family  resemblance  is  so  striking  in  our  family 
that  various  members  of  it  have  been  revealed  to  each  other 
by  it  alone.  A  Harshbarger  if  true  to  the  type  is  large,  low 
in  stature,  heavy  set,  fleshy  and  large  around  the  waist. ^  His 
complexion  is  fresh  and  healthy,  and  the  hair  light.  He  is 
ungainly  in  gait,  lacking  elasticity  in  step.  His  movements 
are  slow  and  staid,  never  nervous  and  lively.  His  head  is 
large  and  square,  the  top  and  bottom  equally  developed.  The 
cheek  bones  are  slightly  prominent,  nose  very  prominent.  The 
forehead  is  broad,  never  low  or  retreating.  The  countenance 
is  pleasant,  eyes  clear,  but  not  lively.  The  mouth. is  straight 
or  slightly  drooping  at  the  corners.  The  carriage  is  always 
erect,  not  even  stooped  by  old  age.  Our  common  mother  is  des¬ 
cribed  as  true  to  this  type  as  were  her  three  sons.  The  next 
two  generations  show  a  few  exceptions  easily  traceable  to ^ the 
parent  outside  of  the  family.  The  type  is  fast  disappearing^ 
and  is  the  exception  in  the  youngest  generation.  This  type  is 
due  largely  to  nationality,  and  was  common  among  the  Germans 
of  southern  Pa.  150  years  ago. 
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Having  traced  this  family  through  seven  generations,  I 
have  not  found  a  single  criminal  nor  pauper,  neither  have  I 
found  one  who  refused  to  pay  an  honest  debt.  We  have  some 
very  rich,  hut  no  millionaire;  some  poor,  hut  none  objects  of 
charity.  Thrift  is  characteristic  of  the  family. 

Perhaps  no  family  in  this  country  of  equal  number  and  as 
widely  scattered  has  owned  and  cultivated  as  much  land  as  the 
Harshbargers.  They  are  pre-eminently  an  agricultural  family. 
Ever  moving  westward  in  quest  of  new  lands,  they  seize  on 
large  tracts  which  they  bring  under  cultivation  and  send  out 
children  to  repeat  the  process.  They  are  a  family  of  farmers. 
Other  occupations  are  exceptions. 

The  family  has  been  and  is  pre-eminently  religious.  Sel¬ 
dom  is  one  found  in  middle  life  who  is  not  a  professed  Chris¬ 
tian  and  many  are  ministers,  or  church  officials  or  otherwise 
prominent  in  religious  work.  The  older  members  almost  without 
an  exception  were  Dunkards  (a  term  not  acceptable  to  them,  but 
here  used  to  prevent  ambiguity).  The  great  bulk  of  the  family 
is  still  of  that  persuasion,  though  the  latter  generations  are 
somewhat  departing  from  that  faith.” 

"Jacob  Hirchberger  and  Marie  Eva  Petra  were  born  m  Switz¬ 
erland,  in  or  near  Basle.  Beyond  this  couple  our  ancestors  are 
lost  in  the  obscurity  of  the  past.  Their  names,  however,  tell 
us  that  on  the  paternal  side,  somewhere  in  the  dim  distant  past 
when  names  were  derived  from  circumstances  instead  of  parents, 
our  ancestors  were  among  some  wild  German  tribe  amidst  mountains 
and  deer;  while  on  the  maternal  side  we  come  from  one  of  the 
gentler  races  that  inhabited  the  northern  shores  of  the  Medit¬ 
erranean.  It  is  therefore,  no  surprise  that  this  couple  should 
be  found  among  the  Swiss,  whose  country  separates  that  of  the 
Germans  from  the  Latins  and  becomes  common  ground  for  the  in¬ 
termingling  of  the  two  races. 

For  two  centuries  before  their  birth  Europe  was  involved 
in  religious  wars.  Dissenters  on  every  hand  were  struggling 
for  religious  liberty,  while  state  churches  with  sword,  and 
fire  and  torture  strove  to  smother  out  heresay.  Our  ancestors, 
being  in  central  Europe,  were  in  the  storm  center  of  it  all. 

It  is  not  strange  that  they  were  involved.  They  were  in  good 
circumstances,  owning  property  in  the  city,  but  being  heretics 
they  were  stripped  of  it  all  and  allowed  nothing  but  one  change 
of  raiment.  They  became  exiles,  homeless,  pennyless. 

Holland  became  the  Protestant’s  great  battlefield.  Here 
tens  of  thousands  perished  fighting  for  religious  liberty,  and 
holland  became  the  asylum  of  the  persecuted  who  come  from  many 
countries  to  find  refuge.  Our  ancestors  sought  this  refuge. 

How  without  means  they  made  the  long  journey  from  the  Alps  we 
are  left  to  conjecture.  It  is  probable  they  floated  on  rude 
barges  with  the  current  of  the  Rhine  to  the  dikes  of  Holland. 
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As  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  sought  refuge  in  Holland  until  they 
could  perfect  their  plans  to  come  to  America,  these  pilgrims 
also  made  Holland  a  way  station  in  their  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  hut  opportunity  also.  They  planned  great  things, 
having  nothing,  hut  having  the  patience  and  perseverance  of 
their  race,  in  the  end  they  more  than  realized  their  expect¬ 
ations." 

It  will  he  noted  that  the  original  Jacob  and  Marie  Eva  Hirschberger, 
in  the  above  quotations,  were  from  or  near  Basle,  Swit zerland.  While  no 
direct  crossing  of  lines  are  evident,  and  while  our  Christian  Hirsch¬ 
berger  came  to  America  five  years  ahead  of  the  above  mentioned  couple, 
the  writer  believes  that  the  two  men  could  be  from  the  same  locality  and 
possibly  closely  related. 

This  pamphlet  is  offered  to  relatives  for  their  use  in  furthering 
their  family  records. 


H.  P.  HARSHBARGER 


. 
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THE  OFFICIAL  HERSCHBEROER  COAT  OF  ARMS 


The  Herschberger  family  coat-of-arms  is  a  striking  family  symbol 
when  reproduced  in  color.  The  crest  or  peacock  feathers  at  the  top  are 
green  with  spots  of  white  and  gold.  Such  a  crest  indicates  one  who  frequents 

royal  courts. 

The  hand  at  the  base  of  the  feathers  is  alternately  red  and  gold. 
The  knights  helmet  is  steel  gray  with  spots  of  red  -  the  visor, 

the  cross,  the  locket  and  the  shoulder  rest  are  red.  ^  (1 

The  shield  is  the  same  red  -  the  type  called  Alizarin  Red. 

The  mautling  or  scroll  work  on  each  side  of  the  cuirass  and 
shield  is  gold  on  the  left  and  silver  on  the  right.  All  fine  striping  is 

black.  . 

Flamboyant s  are  red  where  it  shows  darker  on  each  side. 

The  Lion  is  also  gold  on  left  side  and  silver  on  the  right  - 

indicating  two  branches  of  the  family. 

The  field  marshall1 s  baton  is  silver  and  indicates  that  once  a 

field  marshall  was  in  the  family.  „ 

The  motto  STILLE  WASSER  SIND  TIEF  means  "Still  Water  Runs  Deep  , 

not  too  talkative.  The  background  is  silver  and  the  letters  black. 

The  name  HERSCHBERGER  is  in  black  letters. 
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A  TRACE  DOWN  OF 

SOME  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  HARSHBARGERS 


Origin 

The  Christian  Hirschbergerger,  "backing  our  family  lineage  was  "born  somewhere 
it  is  "believed  in  either  Switzerland,  Holland  or  the  Rhine  Province,  Bavaria, 
Germany  "between  1720  and  1725.  He  served  under  Emperor  Frederick  the  Great 
of  Prussia  as  a  soldier  and  "body  guard.  Such  soldiers  had  to  meet  rigid^ 
physical  specifications  and  "be  six  feet  in  height.  This  seems  characteristic 
of  the  Harshharger  stock  today. 

(The  origin  of  Bavarian  peoples  is  thought  to  Be  Celtic  with  a  mixture  of 
Teutonic  from  the  tribes  who  filtered  in  to  Bavaria  from  the  Danube  Valley. 
Bavaria  generally,  for  centuries,  has  been  under  the  rule  of  Prussia,  more 
recently  Germany.) 

The  Rhine  Province  and  the  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  as  then  known,  was  located 
in  the  extreme  south  eastern  section  of  Prussia  and  bordered  upon  Holland, 
Belgium,  France  and  Switzerland, 

Apprenticed  as  a  Tailor  in  Germany 

The  attached  copy  of  the  Certificate  of  Journeyman  Tailor  was  issued  in  1?47 
to  Christian  Hirschberger  after  he  had  satisfactorily  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship.  The  original  of  this  document  came  with  him  and  has  been  handed  down 
through  the  families. 

Arrived  in  United  States 

It  has  been  established  that  Christian  Hirschberger  arrived  in  the  United 
States  at  Philadelphia  on  September  9i  174-9  on  the  Ship  St.  Andrews  from  the 
Port  of  Rotterdam,  Holland  by  way  of  Plymouth,  England.  He  signed  the  ship  s 
passenger  list  as  CHRISTIAN  HIRSCHBERGER. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  Casber  and  Jacob  Herschberger  (note  spelling) 
arrived  on  the  same  ship  and  signed  the  same  ship’s  list.  One  hundred  fifteen 
names  are  on  the  list  which  is  headed  as  follows! 

"At  the  State  Courthouse  at  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  the 
9th  day  of  September,  1749*  Present  the  Honorable  the 
Governor  —  The  Foreigners  whose  names  are  under  written 
imported  in  the  ship  Saint  Andrew,  James  Abercrombie, 

Master,  from  Rotterdam  but  last  from  Plymouth,  England 
did  this  day  take  the  usual  qualifications  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor. 

Palatines. 


400  Persons 
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£L  Q.  H  X 

Certificate  of  a  Journeyman  Tailor  of  1747 

- 


We,  the  undersigned  Master  Mechanics  and  Recording  Secrataries  re 
siding  in  Freinsheim,  Rhine  province,  of  Bavaria,  Germany.,  hereby  certify 
that  the  hearer,  the  honorable  Christian  Hirschberger ,  a  citizen  and  a 
resident  of  the  village  of  Epstein,  has  asked  us  for  a  certificate  of ^ good 
character  and  that  he  has  served  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  Tailor  s 
Trade.  We  cheerfully  and  willingly  grant  his  request  and  we  advise  all 
officers  and  members  of  Tailor  Lodges  that  the  said  Christian  Hirschberger 
was  apprenticed  to  Johannes  Kramer  for  the  term  of  three  years,  beginning 
in  the  year  1744  and  ending  in  the  year  1747.  that  he  has  served  his  full 
term  and  has  conducted  himself  during  his  bondage  as  a  God  fearing,  uprig  , 
honest  and  industrious  journeyman  and  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  Tailor 
Trade  fully.  As  Christian  Hirschberger  now  desires  to  travel  as  a  journey¬ 
man  to  get  more  learned  in  his  trade  and  also  in  the  hope  of  improving  his 
condition  financially,  we  therefore  ask  all  Lodges  of  Tailors  to  help  an 
assist  said  Christian  Hirschberger  whenever  or  wherever  he  should  need  help 

and  assistance. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  affixed  our  hand  and  seals. 

Bone  at  Freinsheim,  February  15*  1747. 


(S)  MARTIN  SCHATZ,  Master  Mechanic 
(S)  ADAM  BATHZIER,  Master  Mechanic 
(S)  CASPER  BELER,  Recorder 
(S)  PHILIP  SCHATZ,  Recorder 


(The  original  of  this  document  written  in  German,  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Carrie  (Harshbarger)  Livengood.  It  was  sent  to  her  by  a  .  •  rs  * 
Larger,  M.D.  of  Port  Republic,  Virginia,  by  registered  mail  under  date  ol 

October  17.  1903.) 


■ 
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(Philadelphia  was  the  first  city  in  Pennsylvania  and  founded  hy  William  Penn 
as  a  haven  for  refugees  of  persecuted  peoples.  Philadelphia  is  derived  from 
a  Greek  word  meaning  Brotherly  hove.) 

Another  Line  of  Herschhergers  Arrive  Earlier 

The  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Lancaster  County,.  5th  Series,  Vol.  VII,  Page  942- 
961  show  that  a  Christian  Herschherger  served  as  a  private  in  the  Eighth 
Class  with  Capt.  Daniel  Bradleys  Company  of  the  Ninth  Battalion,  Lancaster 
County  Militia  in  the  years  1781—1782.  (This  evidently  is  another  Christian 
Herschherger)  It  could  well  he  the  son  of  Christian  Hershberger  who  arrived 
from  Bavaria  with  his  family,  Anna,  Barbara  and  Peter  on  the  English  Ship 
Charming  Nancy  at  Philadelphia  on  October  8,  173 7» 

However,  he  could  well  be  a  relative  or  son  of  Casber  or  JacoD  Herschherger 
who  arrived  on  the  Ship  St.  Andrews  at  Philadelphia  on  September  9,  1749  as 
referred  to  above.  (The  writer  has  photostatic  copies  of  the  Captain  pass¬ 
enger  lists  on  both  dates  as  well  as  copies  of  signed  Oaths  of  AlLegiance 
to  the  King  of  England,  of  the  above  families.) 

Likewise,  the  name  of  Christian  Herschherger  appears  on  a  list  of  Distillers 
of  Lancaster  County  in  a  manuscript  collection  under  dates  of  November  and 
December  1783 » 

Other  Hershbergers  who  served  in  the  Lancaster  County  Militia  were  Abraham, 
David,  Henry,  Isaac,  Jack,  Jacob,  John  and  Peter.  In  the  census  of  1790 
there  are  records  of  a  Christian  Herschherger  living  in  Berks  County, 
Pennsylvania  with  three  females  including  the  head  of  the  family.  (So  far 
the  writer  has  found  no  means  of  tying  all  these  families  together. ) 

Pennsylvania  Dutch 

Records  show  that  a  Christian  Herschherger  and  Michael  Speicher  were  wit¬ 
nesses  to  a  will  of  Jacob  Mast  written  January  6,  1772  in  Bern  Township, 
Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  It  seems  likely  that  Jacob  Mast  was  a  Mennonite 
therefore,  it  could  be  assumed  that  this  line  of  Herschhergers  were  of  the 
same  belief. 

The  Herschherger  Coat  of  Arms 

The  coat  of  arms  on  the  cover  is  the  authentic  armorial  bearings  of  the 
Herschherger  family.  The  meanings  and  coloring  are  described  elsewhere 
in  this  pamphlet.  The  writer  is  indebted  to  Thomas  Livengood,  of  Atwood, 
Illinois  for  this  very  significant  bit  of  family  heraldry. 

The  Chest 

Nothing  is  known  of  Christian  Herschherger  after  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  in  1749  until  he  turned  up  in  Virginia.  He  had  in  his  possession 
however,  a  " chest"  made  of  walnut  and  the  legal  papers  herein  reproduce 
were  a  part  of  this  collection.  The  chest  contained  also  a  pair  of  s^eel- 
vards"  now  in  possession  of  John  Livengood,  Jr.  The  chest  was  passe  on 
through  the  families;  Christian,  Daniel,  Michael. and  Charles,  and  it  is  now 
in  possession  of  Elmer  Harshbarger,  Bradford,  Ohio.,  R.R.  ml. 
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Moved  to  Virginia 

Records  indicate  that  Christian  Hirschberger ,  (Sr.)  of  our  lineage 
drifted  to  Virginia  (Shenandoah  County)  where  he  secured  property  on 
an  island  in  the  Shenandoah  River  in  1777*  one  year  after  Independence 
(see  copy  of  Recorders  deed).  Note  that  the  spelling  of  the  name  has 
changed  to  Hersehberger  due  to  English  School  influence  in  the  early 
colonies. 

The  Public  Service  Claims  Department,  Shenandoah  County  Court  show  en¬ 
tries  under  date  of  August  29,  1782  where  Christian  Harshherger  supplied 
three  "beaver  to  military  forces  and  a  John  Harshherger  furnished  l6g 
pounds  cheese  and  17  pounds  "bacon  as  a  non-military  service.  (Photo¬ 
stats  of  these  entries  are  in  hands  of  writer). 

The  attached  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Christian  Herschherger  (Sr.) 
which  was  executed  on  February  28,  1805  shows  that  to  this  family  nine 
children  were  horn  -  Barbara,  Daniel,  Abraham,  Henry,  Anna,  Maria, 
Elisabeth,  Susanna  and  Christian  (2nd).  (Our  records  follow  only 
Christian  who  was  bom  in  Virginia  August  29 9  1776.) 

While  no  established  date  is  given  for  the  death  of  Christian  Sr.,  the 
Shenandoah  County  Court  probated  his  will  and  it  became  a  matter  of 
record  on  June  11,  1805.  It  is  therefore  known  that  he  died  between 
February  and  June  of  1805. 

Family  to  Ohio 

Records  show  that  Christian  (2nd)  at  the  age  of  32  left . Virginia  in  1808 
and  mo^ed  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio  where  he  farmed  until  1823 . 

To  this  family  was  born  Samuel  (April  25,  1.8l0)  and  Daniel  Harshbarger  . 
born  May  25,  l8l4.  Other  children  of  Christian  (2nd)  were  Barbara,  Chris¬ 
topher  and  Michael.  It  is  believed  that  another  son,  Isaac,  was  bom  and 
later  died  in  Indiana.  The  writer  has  no  records  of  this  family. 

Michael  married  Elizabeth  Brown  and  later  lived  in  Galesburg,  Illinois. 
They  had  a  son  Allen  and  a  daughter  Alice  (Harshbarger)  Henderson. 

Barbara  born  on  September  25th, ' 1808  and  died  February  10,  1886,  married 
Charles  Masterson  in  about  I83O.  A  son  John  was  born  to  them  August 

25,  l831o 

Christopher  born  April  9,  1819  died  February  25,  1912.  His  first  wife 
was  a  ’Boraker”  and  was  buried  in  Indiana. 

IT  IS  SIGNIFICANT  TO  NOTE  THAT  ALL  OF  THESE  MALE  HARSHBARGERS  LIVED  TO 
BE  92  TEARS  OF  AGE  OR  OLDER. 

Moved  to  Indiana  in  1823 

Christian  then  brought  his  family  to  Crawfordsville,  Indiana  (Montgomery 
County)  where  he  established  the  second  settlement  in  that  County.^ 
married  Susan  Boraker  who  was  born  in  1783.  s'ke  died  May  1,  1855  m 
Indiana. 
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Christopher  Harshbarger  horn  April  8,  1819  in  Ohio,  (Son  of  Christian) 
had  four  children  as  follows  5- 

Sarah  -  married  Charley  Masterson 

Michael  -  horn  April  15,  1848,  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind. 

Lucy  -  married  Pete  Mosbarger,  had  one 
son  Amos. 

Margaret  -  married  Joe  Storey,  had  one 
son  Otho. 

Michael  Har shbarger .  above,  will  he  remembered  in  Atwood,  Ill.,  as  the 
"huckster  wagon"  driver  for  years  with  the  J.  L.  Storey  &  Son  Store. 
He  died  on  December  9,  1934.  He  married  Sophionia  Darnell  of  Hum¬ 
boldt,  Ill.  She  died  Feb.  20,  1931.  To  this  marriage  four  children 

were  born  as  follows?- 

Lulu  -  born  July  23,  1880,  married  Alfred 
Hunt  and  had  four  children.  Myrtle, 

Chancey,  Robert  and  Donald. 

Chrissie,  born  Aug.  18,  1887,  married 
Blanche  Harrington  Oct.  10,  1915 
(died  Aug.  29,  1949).  They  had  three 
children  -  Edith,  Virginia  and  Helen. 

Chrissie  lives  in  Decatur,  Ill. 

Lenore  -  born  Jan.  9.  1890,  married  Phil 
Hershberger  of  Elwood,  Ill.  have  no 
children. 

Hoy  -  born  June  22,  1893,  married  Ethel 
James  of  Effingham,  Ill.  She  was 
born  Nov.  8,  1892. 

Roy  Harshbarger  Family,  son  of  Michael  above  had  four  children  as 
follows?- 

Montell  -  born  Oct.  23,  1913,  married 
Lenore  Cordts  of  Atwood  on  June  20, 

1937.  They  have  no  children.  They 
live  in  Atwood,  Ill. 

Paul  -  born  Oct.  1,  1915,  married  Gaye 
Pridemore  Jan.  17,  1937  they  had  two 
children  -  Dan  Sharon  born  Jan.  16, 

1938  and' Lirida^’ born  May  10,  1944. 

Paul  'remarried  Waunita  Irvin  Feb.  14, 

1947  and  had  two  daughters,  Nancy 
born  Feb.  13,  1949’  and  Paula,  born 
June  7,  1953.  They  live  in  Jackson, 

Michigan. 

Mapvel  -  born  Sept.  23,  1918,  married 
Verne  Cordts  of  Atwood,  Ill.  on  Sept. 

24,  1940.  They  have  three  children; 

Roslind  born  Aug.  29,  1941,  John 
Frederick  born  June  6,  1944  and 
Thomas  born  Sept.  13,  1947 


- 
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Ralph  horn  Dec.  14,  1920,  married.  Wilma 
Murray  of  Atwood,  Ill.  They  have 
three  children;  Michael  Owen  "born 
Aug.  6,  1940.  David  Eugene  horn 
Sept.  19,  1944  and  Burl  Ray  horn 
Dec.  10,  1950.  They  live  north  of 
Atwood. 

- 
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DEED  to  ISLAND  in  SHENANDOAH  RIVER 
August  25,  1777 


This  Indenture  Made  the  Twenty-fifth  day  of  August  in  the  year ^ of  Our  Lord 
One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Seventy  Seven,  Between  Benjamin  Strickler  of  the 
County  of  Dunmore  and  Colony  of  Virginia  of  the  One  Part  and  Christian 
Hershberger  of  the  County  and  Colony  aforesaid  of  the  Other  Part.  WITNESSMH; 
That  the  said  Benjaming  Strickler  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  livk 
SHILLINGS  Current  Money  of  Virginia  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Christian 
Hershberger  at  or  before  the  Sealing  and  Delivery  of  these  Presents,  t  e  e- 
ceipt-  whereof  he  doth  hereby  acknowledge,  hath  granted  bargained^and  sol  , 
and  by  these  Presents  Doth  grant  bargain  and  sell  unto  the  said  Christian 
Hershberger  a  certain  Tract  or  Parcel,  of  Land  situated  In  the  county  o  un- 
more,  and  being  an  Island  in  the  South  River  of  Shenandoah,  and  bounded  as 
by  a  Survey  made  thereof  by  Job  Hough.  Beginning  at  Three  small  ycamor^s 
on  the  Upper  End  of  said  Island,  and  ext  ending  thence  down  the 
several  Courses  and  Meanders  thereof  N°  53-1 Poles;  thence  S  o  *3 
Poles;  thence  N°  20  E.  36  Poles;  thence  N°  31  E.  48  Poles  to  a^ Poplar  s  an 
ing  on  the  Lower  End  of  said  Island;  Thence  running  up  the  said  River  b 
62  W.  49  Poles,  S°  22  W.  38  Poles;  thence  S°  72  W.  36  Poles;  thence  SO  32  W. 

22  Poles;  thence  S°  37  W.  16  Poles;  thence  S°  3  E.  30  Poles  to  the  Beginning. 
Containing  Twenty  Eive  Acres... .And  all  Houses,  Building,  Orchards,  Ways, 
Waters,  Water-Courses,  profits,  Commodities,  Hereditaments,  and  Appurtenances 
whatsoever  to  the  said  Premises  hereby  granted  or  any  part  thereof,  belonging, 
or  in  anywise  appertaining  and  the  Reversion  and  Reversions,  a?  , 

Remainders,  Rents,  Issues  and  Profits  thereof.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  Lands 
hereby  conveyed  and  all  and  singular  other  the  Premises  hereby  Granted  w 
the  Appurtenances  unto  the  said  Christian  Hershberger,  his  Heirs,  Executors, 
Administrators,  and  Assigns,  from  the  Day  before  the  Date  hereof,  for ^ an 
During  the  Full  Term  and  Time  of  one  Whole  Year  From  Thence  En^uing 

miy  to  be  complete  and  Ended.  YIELDING  AND  PAYING  THEREFORE  the  Yearly 
Rent  of  One  Pepper-Corn  on  Lady  Day  next,  if  the  same  shall  be  lawfully 
demanded.  To  the  Intent  and  purpose  that  by  Virtue  of  these  ^eser\  ?  ^ 
of  the  Statute  of  transferring  Uses  into  Possession  the  said  r± 

Hershberger  may  be  in  actual  possession  of  the  Premises  an  .  e  -  ©re 
enable! to  Accept  and  take  a  Grant  and  Release  of  whe  Reversion  and  nh .  . 
tance  thereof  to  him  and  his  Heirs. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Benjamin  A  Strickler  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand 
and  seal  the  Day  and  Year  Fpst  Above  written. 

om-D  T  r'VTU’TJ  ^  Son!  1 


Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  Presence  of  A  copy,  testes 

G.  Harry  Hawe,  Dept.  Clerk  for  L.  S.  Walker 
County  Clerk,  Shen.  Co.  Virginia. 
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Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Christian  Hershberger 

February  28,  1805 


IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  Amen. 

WHEREAS,  I  Christian  Hershberger  of  the  County  of  Shenandoah, 
and  State  of  Virginia  (farmer)  am  weak  in  body  yet  good  in  mind  and 
senses,  thanks  be  to  God,  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body,  do 
make  and  constitute  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  viz,  it  is  my  will 
that  my  body  is  to  be  buried  in  a  Christian  manner,  and  my  Soul  I  re¬ 
commend  to  the  Hands  of  Almighty  God,  from  which  it  come;  and  as  to  my 
worldly  estate,  which  I  have  been  blessed  with  in  this  life  I  give  and 

dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manner,  to-wit! 

Istly,  It  is  my  Will  that  all  my  just  debts  are  to  be  paid  out 
of  my  estate  first.  2ndly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Daniel  Hersh¬ 
berger  one  full  fifty  pounds  first  and  foremost  more  than  any  other  one 
of  my  children.  3*17.  It  is  my  will  that  all  the  remainder  part  of  my 
Estate,  Heal  and  Personal  shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  nine  child- 
ren,  by  name,  Barbara,  Daniel,  Abraham,  Henry,  Anna,  Maria,  Elizabeth, 
Susanna  and  Christian,  and  that  in  the  most  peaceable  manner  they  can 
fall  upon.  4thly,  I  do  hereby  appoint  and  ordain  my  son  Daniel  Hersh¬ 
berger  and  my  son-in-law  John  Maggast,  my  whole  Executors  of  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament,  revoking  and  disannulling  all  former  Wills  y 
me  made,  confirming  and  declaring  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and.  Vestment. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  2dth  day 
of  February,  1805  and  in  the  29th  year  of  theCommonwealth. 


Christian  Hershberger  (Seal). 


Signed  sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of  us; 

John  Hoads, 

Christian  Ailshire, 

Martin  Kaufman, 

George  Bus swell. 


A  copy,  testet 

G.  Harry  Haun,  Dept,  for  L.S.  Walker, 
County  Clerk  Shenandoah  County,  Virginia 


(Hugh  P.  Harshbarger  has  photostatic  copies  of  this  will  as  well  as  the  record 
of  the  will  when  probated  -  secured  from  Shenandoah  County  Court  Records 
Virginia) 


<K  liiotrU 


*;  -  v  :  Ij  ;  '-i-  3  I  i 

■■  t  '  ■  .  r  •  ; 


In  the  past  50  year  era  the  spelling  has  changed  to  the  present  spelling 

HARSHBARGER. 

Christian  (2nd)  sons  to  Illinois 

In  the  fall  of  1836  Samuel  and  Daniel  came  to  Illinois  and. built  a  log 
cabin  in  preparation  to  bringing  the  following  spring,  their  sister 
brides  Theda* and  Hulda  Quick,  to  settle  on  40  acres  of  land  known  as 
Lake\Fork  or  the  "Harshbarger  Settlement”,  three  miles  north  of  Atwood, 

Illinois . 

The  land  grant  title  was  signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  then  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  price  was  reported  to  be  the  usual  $1.25  per 
acre  as  was  decreed  by  the  Act  of  Congress  in  I84.O. 

These  two  families  arrived  on  April  18,  1837  in  a  covered  wagon  and 
lived  together.  Daniel  and  Hulda  had  one  child,  Michael,  six  weeks 
old,  and  Samuel  and  Theda  had  Clarissa,  Aaron,  Elizabeth  and  Ambrose 
born  April  1,  1836.  Jesse  Monroe  had  preceeded  the  Harshbargers  to 
Illinois,  so  they  all  lived  in  a  one  room  log  cabin,  until  Daniel 
built  another  cabin  on  the  west  twenty  acres  in  the  fall  of  l837- 
Each  of  the  brothers  owned  a  horse  which  had  drawn  the  wagon  to  111“ 
inoiso  Daniel  had  $200  in  money,  five  sheep,  one  cow,  one  hog,  and 
some  spinning  wheels  upon  which  Huldah  did  the  spinning. for  the  family. 
She  also  carded  the  wool  into  yarn  and  spun  flax  into  linen  thread. 

One  wheel  is  still  in  the  family. 


Christian  (2nd)  Dies. 

On  December  1,  1858  Christian  (2nd)  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Daniel 
in  Illinois,  where  he  had  gone  to  live  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  As 

he  had  been  promised,  the  two  sons  took  his  body  back  over  100  miles  0 

winter  roads  in  a  lumber  wagon  to  Crawfordsville,  Indiana  for  burial 
beside  his  wife  Susan.  They  both  are  buried  in  what  was  then  known  as 
the  ’'Jackson  Cemetery”  south  west  of  Crawfordsville,  long  since  abandon e 
as  a  burial  ground.  The  graves  are  on  a  hillside  in  an  open  pasture  and 
were  visited  in  October  1941  by  Mrs.  Carrie  Livengood. 

Lake  Fork  Settlement 

Both  Daniel  and  Samuel  Harshbarger  built  log  cabins  upon. their  arrival 
in  Illinois.  These  cabins  were  replaced  by  two  story  brick  homes  a  a 
later  date  (1853)  and  th«  Daniel  Harshbarger  home  has  housed  six gener 
tions !  Daniel,  his  father  Christian,  his  son  John,  Mrs.  A  H.  !ve  g  » 
daughter  of  John,  and  her  son  Tom  Livengood  and  his  daugh  erg  ran  , 

Betty  Jane,  and  Barbara.  They  kiln  dried  their  own  brick  in  the  sun  and 

hauled  the  walnut  trim  from  the  banks  of  the  Wabash  River,  o0  mile 
the  east.  Each  home  had  two  huge  fireplaces. 
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Ordained  ae  a  Minister 

Both  Harshharger s  were  devout  churchmen  and  in  1843  Samuel  was  ordained 
as  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church  and  preached  on  a  circuit  cover¬ 
ing  seven  count ies.  Daniel  was  the  first  to  "be  "baptized  in  the  Lake 
Fork  River,  June  28,  1842, 

Church  Built  in  1858 

.  The  original  Lake  Fork  or  Harshharger  Christian  Church  was  "built  in 
1858  on  land  donated  hy  Daniel  Harshharger.  The  lumber  was  brought 
from  a  lumber  mill  in  Attica,  Indiana.  The  original  seven  charter^ 
members  organized  August  10,  1842,  were;  Samuel  Harshharger,  his  wife 
Theda,  Quick  Harshharger,  Daniel  Harshharger,  Jesse  Monroe,  Sarah  Jane 
Moore  Monroe,  Hannah  Moore,  and  Silas  Abbot.  In  the  fall  of  1842 
Daniel*  s  wife  Huldah  Quick  Harshharger  was  baptized.  This  church 
group  met  in  the  homes  of  members  until  the  first  church  was  built  in 
1858.  For  years  this  church  was  known  as  the  Harshharger  Church,  It 
has  been  remodeled  twice  and  is  still  a  flourishing  church  and  cemet¬ 
ery  in  the  country.  A  re-dedication  is  planned  for  August  9»  1953* 

Mackville  Founded  -  The  Forerunner  of  Atwood,  Illinois 

In  1858  a  Doctor  McNutt  opened  a  general  store  in  a  house  just  west  of 
the  bridge  ~  now  known  as  the  Mackville  Bridge,  A  settlement  of  50 
homes  developed  under  the  name  "Mackville,, .  When  the  railroad  from 
Decatur  to  Indianapolis  was  built  in  the  late  70*  s  it  came  through  the 
woods  south  of  Mackville.  People  would  stop  "at  the  woods"  when  going 
to  Mackville  by  train.  In  1883  Atwood  was  plotted  and  the  worthwhile 
buildings  moved  from  Mackville  in  1884  to  the  present  site  of  Atwood. 

It  derived  its  name  from  "at  the  woods",  (This  is  46  years  after  the 
Harshharger  brothers  settled  at  Lake  Fork.) 

Rev.  Samuel  Harshharger  -  (Born  April  25,  1810) 

Theda  Quick  Harshharger,  first  of  four  wives,  was  the  mother  of  all 
his  children.  She  was  born  in  New  York  State  on  June  10t  l8ll  and 
died  December  1,  1852.  Rev.  Samuel  died  in  Atwood  on  December  7,  1902, 
The  children  of  this  family  were,  Clarissa,  Aaron,  Ambrose,  Jefferson, 
Isaac,  Samuel  Jr.,  Naomi,  and  Sylvia,  as  follows: 

1.  A  brief  resume  of  Rev,  Samuel  Harshharger,  Jr.,  can 
be  found  in  a  Piatt  County  publication  about  1910. 

He  married  Emerzilla  Wildman  from  Ohio  on  September 
30,  1867.  They  had  six  children;  Della,  Arthur, 

Clara,  Frederick,  Horace  and  Clifford. 

2.  Aaron,  a  minister  moved  to  Texas  in  about  I885. 

3.  Ambrose  farmed  north  of  Atwood  and  had  four  children; 

Henry,  William,  Evelyn  and  Lucy. 
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Jefferson  fanned  south  of  Ivesdale,  Illinois  and  had 
seven  childrens 


Clarissa  M. 
Charles  W. 
James  H. 
Albert  H. 
Mason  E. 
Emma  F0 
Maude 


"born  Jan.  18,  i860  -  died  Mar.  11,  1866 
horn  July  18,  l86l  -  died  Sept.  14,  1866 
horn  Jan.  12,  1863  -  died  Aug.  23*  1873 
horn  Feb.  10,  1866  -died  Aug.  10,  1922 
horn  Sept.  26,  1867-  died  Aug.  24,  1924 
horn  Aug.  20,  1870  -  died  Aug.  1,  193^ 
no  record  of  birth  -  she  married  a 
Medaris,  had  no  children  and  is  the 
only  living  member  of  the  Jefferson 
Harshharger  family.  She  now  resides 
in  dement,  Illinois. 


Albert  H.  Harshharger  Family 

Son  of  Jefferson,  married  Eva  Coffin,  now  deceased  and  they  had  two 
children;  -  Lloyd,  who  no  resides  in  Danville,  Illinois  and  has  one 
child,  and  Zoe,  now  married  and  living  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  has 
three  children. 


Emma  F,  (Harshharger)  Redman 

Daughter  of  Jefferson  had  six  childrens  - 

Verne,  Washington  State  -  has  3  children 
Charles,  died  in  Infancy 
Maude,  Chicago,  Ill.  -  has  one  child 
Custer,  deceased,  had  two  children 
Millie,  La  Grange,  Ill.  -  has  3  children 
Bernice,  Kansas  City,  -  has  3  children 


Mason  Emery  Harshharger  Family 

Son  of  Jefferson  T.  -  married  Ida  Schmidt  in  1886.  She  was  horn  Nov. ^ 
20,  1866  and  died  June  20,  1952.  They  had  eleven  children  as  follows? 

Minnie  -  not  married  -  Ivesdale,  Ill. 

Frances  Kugler  -  widow  -  Decatur,  Ill. 

Ernest  M.  —  lives  in  Bondville,  Ill.,  has  one 
child  Terry  Lee  and  is  now  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools  -  Cham¬ 
paign  County,  Illinois. 

Harley  -  died  in  infancy 

Edna  M.  Johnson  of  Philadelphia  (two  children) 

John  and  Natalie 

Howard  J.  -  now  of  Urbana,  Ill  has  had  five 
children  as  follows? 

Howard  —  killed  in  World  War  II 
Dale  -  married  (3  children)  living 
in  St.  Joseph,  Ill. 

Jeanne  -  married  (1  child)  living 
in  Mancie,  Ind. 

Robert  -  deceased 

David  —  now  in  Military  Service,, 
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Frieda  Hyde  -  two  children  Ann  and  Miles 

living  in  Rolla,  Ill. 

Gladys  Schreiber  -  one  child,  Nancy,  living 

in  Champaign,  Ill„ 

Irvan  -  not  married,  now  living  Ivesdale,  Ill, 

Albert  -  (4  children)  Mike,  Abbie,  Frances 

and  Mary  Jane,  now  living  near  Ives¬ 
dale,  Ill. 

Harry  -  no  children,  now  living  Urbana,  Ill. 

Daniel  Harshbarger  (Born  May  25,  1814) 

Daniel  and  wife  had  four  childrens  John,  Michael  0.,  Sarah  (Baker)  and 
Barbara  (Carroll)*  Daniel  died  on  September  l6,  190?  and  his  wife  died 
in  August  1892.  After  his  wife's  death  he  lived  with  and  was  under  the 
care  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrse  Carrie  Livengood  of  Atwood,  Illinois, 
who  describes  him  as  a  "lovely  personality"* 

John  Harshbarger 

Son  of  Daniel,  married  Anna  G-aw  in  December  1868  and  they  had  three 
children  as  follows, 

Carrie  Harshbarger  Livengood,  born  Sept.  16, 

1869,  married  A.  R.  Livengood  and  had  two 
sons  John  and  Tom,  This  family  has  retained 
the  old  Harshbarger  homesteads.  She  now 
lives  in  Atwood,  Ill, 

William  D.  was  born  March  5»  1873  (killed  in 
auto  accident  Sept,  1914),  His  wife  Barbara 
recently  died.  They  had  three  children  Bill 
and  Bob,  both  farming  now  north  of  Atwood. 

Pearl  married  a  McMillen  and  lives  in  New 
York. 

Frank,  born  Jan.  1881  is  now  a  retired  Army 
Capt„  in  Breaux  Bridge,  Louisiana.  He  has 
a  son,  a  colonel  in  the  Army. 

Michael  0.  Harshbarger  Family 

It  is  known  that  Michael  0.,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1837  and 
died  Nov.  29,  1912.  He  was  married  four  times  and  this  paragraph  con¬ 
cerns  the  children  of  his  third  wife,  Nancy  Rose,  whom  he  married  on 
Dec.  24,  1885.  She  was  born  Jan.  2,  1855  (died  Feb.  2,  1898)  and 
buried  at  Haverhill,  Ohio.  One  child  was  born  in  Nov.  27,  1887  - 
Hugh  Rose  Harshbarger  at  Bement,  Illinois. 

Hugh  R.  Harshbarger  Family 

Hugh  R.  married  Lucy  Lucile,  Redman  of  Kansas,  Illinois  on  March  23, 
I89I.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  couple  -  Ben  Redman  Harshbarger 
born  in  Kansas,  II.,  Jan.  20,  1915,  and  Elmer  Orson  Harshbarger  born 
Nov.  22,  1922  in  Atwood,  Illinois 
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was  held  in  that  area. 

The  only  persons  known  are:-  1,  Daniel  Harshharger  and  2.  John,  his  son,  "both  of  Atwood,  Illinois 
3*  George  Harshharger  and  4,  Mrs,  George  Harshharger  of  Ohio.  Daniel  died  in  1907  at  93  years  of  age. 
John  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Livengood. 


Ben.  Hop  married  Mary  Dunne,  May  5»  1941.  She  was  horn  April  1*  1917. 
One  son  Lee  was  horn  to  this  couple  and  they  reside  in  Decatur,  Ill. 

Elmer  Orson,  married  Barbara  Turner  on  April  6,  1947.  She  was  horn 
April  6,  1922.  Four  children  have  been  horn  to  this  couple.  David  T. 
horn  Dec.  22,  1947,  Rebecca  J„,  horn  May  21,  1949,  Deborah  K» ,  horn 
April  13,  1951  and  Bruce  D.  horn  June  19,.  1952.  This  family  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Decatur,  Ill. 

John  Lee  Harshharger  Family  (Atwood,  Illinois) 

John  Lee  was  horn  August  22,  l8?4  in  Douglas  County  and  died  August  11, 
I9380  He  was  the  son  of  Michael  0.  Harshharger  and  Arnilla  Wetzel 
(Michael's  second  wife).  He  married  Anna  Offenstein  of  Ivesdale,  111. 
horn  July  4,  l8?6  and  they  had  eleven  children  as  follows  8- 

Cora  Marie  Harshharger,  horn  April  15,  1898 
married  LeRoy  Yowell,  June  6,  1922  and 
they  have  had  two  sons  -  Robert  bora  in 
Peru,  Ill.,  now  married  and  lives  in 
Arlington  Heights,  Ill.,  Richard  Yowell 
died  at  birth  in  1931 .  Cora  now  lives 
at  6650  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago. 

I  cel  Michael  Harshharger,  horn  July  28,  1899 » 
married  Gladys  Willanize  June  1,  1932. 

She  was  horn  Nov.  17,  1909  at  Rutland,  Ill. 

They  have  one  son  Jon  Lee  horn  Nov.  3, 

1938  and  they  now  live  at  Streator,  Ill. 

Leo  F0  Harshharger,  born  Aug.  27,  1901, 

married  Mary  Stirrett  (horn  March  1,  1930) 

They  have  one  daughter  Janet  Lee,  horn 
Jan.  14,  1937  and  live  in  Atwood,  Ill. 

Elizabeth  Barbara  Harshharger,  horn  Nov.  22, 

1902,  married  Carl  Horsley  July  31,  1926. 

He  died  Jan.  15,  1933*  Th*y  had  tw0 
children,  John  horn  May  21,  1927  at 
Detroit  and  Doris  Jean  born  Sept.  8,  1929 
at  Tuscola,  Ill. 

Richard  Wayne  Harshharger,  horn  Dec.  24,  1904 
still  farms  the  family  farm  two  miles  north 
of  Atwood,  Ill.,  (not  married). 

Esther  Edna  Harshharger,  born  Feb.  7,  1905, 
married  Dean  Jones  June  15 »  1926.  Their 
only  daughter  Anita  Marie  was  horn  Sept. 

8,  1930,  They  live  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Pauline  Kathrine  Harshharger,  horn  June  i6, 

1926  married  Chester  Stoner  of  Ivesdale, 

Ill.,  and  had  two  children,  Willa  Mae  horn 
Feb.  23,  1927,  and  Flora  Belle  horn  March 
13,  1929.  They  live  in  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

Cleone  Zelma  and  lone  Velma  Harshharger  (twins) 
were  horn  Feb.  12,  1911.  lone  died  Aug.  5* 

I9II o  Cleone  married  Edward  Frahn  July  12, 

1947. 

Helen  Lucille  Harshharger,  born  Sept.  16,  1912 
married  Leon  Rahn  March  10,  1934  and  had  two 
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children  -  Donna  Eae  horn  August  7*  1936 
and  Karen  Ann  horn  July  4,  1938.  They 
live  in  Atwood,  Ill. 

Paul  Edward  Harshharger,  horn  May  3*  1917 
married  Alherta  Mathias  in  1947  and  they 
have  two  children  -  Anna  Mae  horn  Jan.  1, 

1951  and  John  Edward  horn  Sept.  29#  1952. 

They  live  in  Tuscola,  Ill. 

Charles  M0  Harshharger  (son  of  Michael  0.  and  his  first  wife) 

Retired  from  his  farm  to  Atwood,  Illinois  in  1911.  He  married  Sarah 
Livengood  on  Feh.  1888  and  had  two  children  -  Lloyd  of  Atwood  and 
Elmer  of  Ohio. 


Isaac  C0  Harshharger  Family 

C»-»l  r-IM  Til  I  —  t-n.L-1- 1.  1  ■  1-  w -wtih.-wSW  ■ir-n  I  11UJI  l.^ll  > 


Son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Harshharger,  Senior.  Isaac  was  horn  on  the  farm, 
(Section  1 6,  Unity  Township)  on  August  28,  1840.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  married  Mary  J0  Goff  a  native  of  Indiana  on  Jan.  17*  i860.  He 
started  farming  and  resided  in  Champaign  County,  Sadorus  Township  for 
18  years.  His  first  wife  died  on  Jan.  15,  1877.  Eight  children  were 
horn  of  this  marriages  -  Charles  F.,  Sarah  A.,  Melissa,  Flora,  Bert, 
Nettie,  Mary  L„,  and  Benjamin  A.  (Bert  Harshharger  with  his  wife  are 
retired  farmers  now  living  in  Pawnee,  Oklahoma). 

On  Dec.  15#  l8?8  in  Mackville,  Isaac  married  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  (Merritt) 
Fitzpatrick.  She  was  horn  in  Virginia  on  June  17 »  1847  and  died  in 
the  winter  of  1902.  To  this  marriage  two  sons  were  horn,  Orlee  and 
Leonard  Clay. 


Leonard  Clay  was  born  in  Douglas  County  on  March  10,  1882.  With  his 
father  he  helped  later  to  farm  the  160  acres  6  miles  northwest  of  At¬ 
wood,  In  addition  to  farming  they  also  for  many  years  operated  a 
threshing  machine  throughout  the  countryside.  Isaac  was  prosperous 
farmer,  had  a  comfortable  home,  excellent  livestock  and  served  the 
community  in  many  capacities.  He  was  identified  with  the  Democratic 
Party.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Atwood  Nov.  28,  1923* 

Orlee  Samuel  Harshharger  Family 

Orlee  horn  July  5*  1880  in  Champaign  County,  married  Pearl  Irene  Say- 
holt  April  28,  I898.  She  was  horn  in  Edgar  County  Illinois  Aug.  28, 
1883.,  and  died  Sept.  26,  1952.  They  had  four  children  as  followsS- 

John,  died  at  hirth 

Freeda  Vera  horn  Nov.  4,  1900 

Homer  Clay,  horn  Feh.  1,  1903  (deceased) 

Kenneth  Keith,  horn  Nov.  24,  1906 

Freeda,  now  deceased,  married  Harold  Sunderland  Dec.  1920  and  had  four 
children,  Francis  horn  Dec.  27*  1926,  William,  horn  Jan.  28,  1930, 
Stuart  horn  Feh.  15  *  1933  and  one  infant  daughter  died  at  hirth.  The 
Sunderlands0  lived  several  years  in  the  State  of  Washington 
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Kenneth  Harshharger  married  Elsie  May  Brumfield,  horn  Oct.  4,  1907* 

They  have  three  married  childrens- 

Charlotte  horn  Nov.  4,  1925,  married  Thomas 
Neil  in  1945  and  they  have  one  son  David 
"born  Jan.  28,  1950. 

Jacqueline  horn  May  5,  1927,  married  Lee 
Owens  in  1948  and  they  have  one  daughter 
Janet  horn  Sept.  14,  1951® 

Kenneth  married  Ella  Mae  Connor  1950  they 
have  one  daughter  Linda  Jean  horn  May  17, 

1951® 

Orlee  resides  alone  north  of  Atwood  and  Kenneth  and  his  children  all 
live  in  or  near  Decatur,  Illinois. 


Leonard  Clay  Harshharger  Family, 


On  Nov.  27,  1902  Leonard  Clay,  son  of  Isaac,  aho ve ,  married  P£°®^e 
Wierman.  She  was  horn  near  Oakland,  Ill.,  on  Dec.  5,  aep 

the  homestead  northwest  of  Atwood  until  1913  vhen  they  moved  to  ££ 
nresent  home,  one  block  west  and  one  block  north  of  the  mam 
in  Atwood.  "Len"  or  "Hash"  as  he  is  known  to  everyone  opens  ^ 

mobile  Agency  (Buick  cars  and  player  pianos)  in  the  ceme^  ^  ^  auto„ 
which  now  serves  the  town  as  a  Library.  After  y  ^  business,  farm 

mobile  business,  threshing  machine  business,  road  oiligb  ciate4 

machinery.,  sales  and  restaurant  business  he  is  now  ac  ^  Drug 

with  his  youngest  son  Leonard  Tullis  in  what  is  now 
Store  in  Atwood. 

Phoebe,  his  faithful  and  hardworking  wife  is  still  active  in  Church  and 
community  affairs.  To  this  union  four  chiidren  were  bor  .  -  gh 

Prestly,  born  June  3,  1903.  Carl  Herschel.  lorn in  wy)!  Juanita 
Nov.  18,  1920  as  a  result  of  a  high  school toot* ill  in County 
Burdette,  born  June  19.  1907  and  Leonard  Tullis,  torn 

Jan.  5,  1912 

Hugh  P.  Harshharger  Eamily; 

Eldest  son  of  Len  C.  Hugh  graduated  from  Hadley  and 

ersities  and  married  Eachel  Verner  of  Hammond,  Ill..  S 

He  taught  High  School  for  three  years  at  Sort  Volge.J.™  taught  at 

his  family  to  Des  Plaines,  Ill.,  in  1 Sept •  9’  th  Governjnent 

Maine  High  School  for  16  years.  After  Arlington 

(Veteran  training  1946  to  1948)  in  St  E0gers  on 

Heights.  HI.,  where  he  married  M™-  at present  is 

n  i  TQ4Q  He  now  resides  in  Arlington  Heigftts  ana  »  v 

Superintendent  of  t"  Oreer  Technical  Institute  in  Chicago. 

Three  children  were  born  to  his  first  marriage^  " 

Fort  Dodge  March  2,  1928.  Eachel  Diane,  born  ia  Ues  “a 
1934  and  Judith  Sue,  born  in  Des  Plaines  Mar.  16.  1939. 
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A  reprint  of  the  old  homestead  of  Rev.  Samuel  Harshbarger  built  in  1853 
north  of  Atwood,  Illinois,  Sold  after  his  death  by  his  son,  Ambrose,  to 
A o R . Li vengood  in  1903.  Present  owner,  Tom  Livengood.  This  picture  taken 
in  1885  shows  (left  to  right)  Henry  Harshbarger,  Mrs.  Ambrose  (Margaret) 
Harshbarger,  Rev.  Samuel,  Ambrose,  Mrs,  Samuel  Harshbarger  (nee  Eliza 
Randolph)  and  William  R.  Harshbarger 


This  picture  was  taken  at  the  Harshbarger  Park  cabin,  north  of  Atwood,  III . 
in  November  1952  at  the  50th  Wedding  Anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Len  C. 
Harshbarger,  Seated  in  second  row  I.  to  r ,  is  Leonard  Harshbarger,  (holding 
daughter  Sabina),  Juanita  (Harshbarger)  Butler,  Mrs,  Len  (Phoebe)  Harshbarger, 
Len  C  .  Harshbarger  and  Hugh  Harshbarger.  This  comprises  the  present  Len 
C.  Harshbarger  family.  Front  row  -  ."Timmie"  and  "Andy"  Harshbarger,  Janet 
&  Judy  Butler.  Third  row  -  Mrs.  Leonard  Harshbarger,  Jim  Butler,  Roger 
McKeon,  Mrs.  Margy  (Butler)  McKeon  holding  son  "Mike",  Diane  Harshbarger 
and  Mrs.  Hugh  Harshbarger.  Back  row,  Joan  (Butler)  Gallagher,  Jack  Butler, 
Judy  Harshbarger,  Cheryl  Rogers  and  Mrs.  Rex  Harshbarger .  (Inset)  Rex,  now 

with  U„S. Airforce  in  France. 
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Diane  has  completed,  high  school  and.  is  now  a  stenographer  in  Decatur, 
Ill.  Judy  is  in  Junior  High  School,  also  in  Decatur. 

Rex  C.  Harshharger 

Eldest  son  of  Hugh,  married  Carol  Schroeder  of  Park  Ridge,  Ill.,  on 
Nov.  9,  1948  at  the  home  of  friends  in  Union,  Ill.*  After  graduation 
from  high  school  he  served  on  the  Des  Plaines  Police  force  until  he 
enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  He  is  at  this  time  in  France. 

Juanita  (Harshharger)  Butler  Family 

Daughter  of  Len  C.,  Juanita  graduated  from  high  school  and  operated  a 
Beauty  Shop  in  Atwood  until  she  married  James  Butler  on  Jan.  15,  1930 
The  Butlers  have  resided  all  their  married  life  on  their  farm  a  short 
distance  east  of  Ivesdale,  Ill.  To  this  marriage  five  children  have 
Been  horns-  Margy  Ellen,  horn  Aug.  8,  1930,  Beverly  Joan,  horn  May  25, 
1932,  John  Leonard  "Jack”  born  July  29,  1933,  Judith  Kay,  horn  Sept. 
24,  1943  and  Janet  Sue,  horn  July  4,  1945. 

Margy  Ellen  married  Roger  T.  McKeon  on  July  21,  1951  and  they  had  a 
son  Roger  Michael  horn  to  them  Aug.  25,  1952.  They  are  farming  near 
Sadorus,  Ill. 

Joan  married  Lyle  Frances  Gallagher  on  Dec.  27,  1951  and-  while  he  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces  she  is  a  stenographer  in  Champaign,  Ill. 

Jack  is  at  present  in  the  U.  S.  Army. 

Leonard  Tullis  Harshharger  Family 

Youngest  son  of  Len.C.  Leonard  graduated  from  the  Atwood  High  School 
and  attended  Bradley  University  one  year.  On  Aug.  17,  1931  he  marrie 
Mary  Arlene  Robertson,  horn  June  6,  1913  in  Bloomington,  Ill.  They 
have  resided  most  of  their  married  life  in  Atwood,  Ill.,  where  they 
own  a  thriving  Drug  business.  Three  children  have  been  horn  to  this 
family?-  Leonard  Anderson  "Andy"  horn  March  30,  1943,  Timothy  Hugh 
HT inutile"  horn  Jan.  28,  1947,  Sabina  Arlene  horn  Oct.  27,  1951 
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DON'T  QUIT 

When  things  go  wrong,  as  they  sometimes  will, 

When  the  road  you're  trudging  seems  all  uphill, 

When  the  funds  are  low  and  the  debts  are  high, 

And  you  want  to  smile,  but  you  have  to  sigh, 

When  care  is  pressing  you  down  a  bit — • 

Rest  if  you  must,  but  don't  you  quit. 

Life  is  queer  with  its  twists  and  turns, 

As  every  one  of  us  sometimes  learn, 

And  many  a  failure  turns  about 

When  he  might  have  won  had  he  stuck  it  out 

Don't  give  up,  though  the  pace  seems  slow — 

You  may  succeed  with  another  blow. 

Often  the  goal  is  nearer  than 
It  seems  to  a  faint  and  faltering  man; 

Often  the  struggler  has  given  up 

When  he  might  have  captured  the  victor's  cup 

And  he  learned  too  late,  when  the  night  slipped  down, 

How  close  he  was  to  the  golden  crown. 

Success  is  failure  turned  inside  out — 

The  silver  tint  of  the  clouds  of  doubt, 

And  you  never  can  tell  how  close  you  are, 

It  may  be  near  when  it  seems  afar; 

So  stick  to  the  fight  when  you're  hardest  hit- 
It's  when  things  seem  worst  that  you  mustn  t  quit. 

With  the  Compliments  of  GREER  SHOP  TRAINING 
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